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Mary DeCredico joined the History Department at the U.S. Naval Academy in 1986, 

after receiving her Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University.  Her specialty is the Civil War era 

and the Confederacy.  Mary’s first book, Patriotism for Profit: Georgia’s Urban 

Entrepreneurs and the Confederate War Effort (Chapel Hill: University of North 

Carolina Press, 1990) received the Museum of the Confederacy’s Jefferson Davis Award 

for outstanding scholarship on the Confederacy.  She has also written Mary Boykin 

Chesnut: A Confederate Woman’s Life (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 1996), 

which is in its second printing, as well as several articles and book chapters.  Her current 

project, Confederate Citadel: Richmond and Its People Go to War, 1861 – 1865, is under 

contract with the University Press of Kentucky.  Mary also serves on the Board of 

Directors of the National Civil War Museum and is co-chair of the Museum’s Education 

Committee that plans exhibits. 

 

 

  


